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title reharmonization techniques author randy felts openisbn is a comprehensive exploration
into the art of jazz and contemporary music harmony, providing musicians and composers with
innovative methods to enrich their harmonic vocabulary. Authored by Randy Felts, a seasoned
music educator and jazz performer, this book delves into various reharmonization techniques that
can transform simple melodies into complex, emotionally compelling pieces. Whether you're a
beginner looking to understand fundamental concepts or an advanced musician seeking
sophisticated approaches, this resource offers valuable insights to elevate your harmonic
understanding.

Understanding Reharmonization and Its Importance

Reharmonization is a musical technique involving the replacement or alteration of the original chords
in a progression to create new harmonic colors and emotional effects. It is a powerful tool in jazz
improvisation, composition, and arrangement, allowing musicians to add complexity, surprise, and
personal expression to standard tunes.

Why Reharmonize?

- Enhance Musical Interest: Reharmonization introduces unexpected chord changes that can
captivate listeners.

- Express Personal Style: It offers musicians a way to imprint their unique voice onto familiar
melodies.

- Create Emotional Depth: Different chords evoke different feelings; reharmonization can deepen
the emotional impact of a piece.

- Improve Harmonic Vocabulary: Practicing various reharmonization techniques broadens a
musician's understanding of harmony and voice leading.

Overview of Randy Felts? Approach to Reharmonization
Randy Felts? book emphasizes a systematic approach to reharmonization, blending theoretical
foundations with practical application. His techniques encourage musicians to think creatively about

chord substitution, voice leading, and modal interchange, fostering versatility in harmonic choices.

Key Principles in Felts? Techniques
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- Functional Harmony Understanding: Recognizing how chords function within a key to inform
substitution choices.

- Voice Leading Smoothness: Ensuring chord transitions are smooth and musical.

- Modal Interchange: Borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to add color.

- Chromaticism and Passing Chords: Using chromatic passing tones and chords to create tension
and release.

- Altered Chords and Extensions: Incorporating altered tones and extensions for richer sounds.

Reharmonization Techniques Explored in the Book

Randy Felts introduces a variety of reharmonization techniques, each with practical exercises and
musical examples. Here are some of the core methods discussed:

1. Substituting Tritone and Related Chords

One of the most common reharmonization techniques involves replacing dominant chords with
tritone substitutes, which share similar functions but offer different harmonic colors.

- Example: Replacing a G7 with a Db7 before resolving to Cmaj7 creates a more tense and
colorful sound.

- Application: Use tritone substitutions to add chromatic interest, especially in turnaround
passages.

2. Modal Interchange and Borrowed Chords
This technique involves borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys to enrich the harmonic

palette.

- Example: Borrowing a bVI chord (e.g., Ab major) from the parallel minor to add a jazz flavor.
- Application: Insert borrowed chords to evoke different emotional states or create unexpected
shifts.
3. Chord Extensions and Alterations
Adding extensions (9ths, 11ths, 13ths) and alterations (b9, 9, 11, b13) can significantly enhance

harmonic color.

- Example: Altering a dominant chord to include a b9 or 11 to increase tension before resolution.
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- Application: Use extensions to smooth voice leading and add sophistication.
4. Using Diminished and Whole Tone Scales
Incorporating diminished and whole tone scales over certain chords can lead to unique
reharmonizations.
- Example: Superimposing a diminished scale on a dominant chord for a tense, modern sound.
- Application: Ideal for improvisation and creating chromatic lines.
5. Chromatic Passing and Neighboring Chords
Passing chords are chords that fill in the space between diatonic chords, often chromatic in nature.

- Example: Using a chromatic passing chord between G and A to create a smooth voice leading.
- Application: Adds fluidity and complexity to progressions.

Practical Application of Reharmonization Techniques

Implementing reharmonization techniques requires practice and musical intuition. Randy Felts?
book provides exercises that help musicians internalize these methods.

Step-by-Step Approach

- Analyze the Original Progression: Understand the function of each chord within the key.

- Identify Reharmonization Opportunities: Look for chords that can be substituted or altered.

- Apply Technigques: Use the methods outlined, such as tritone substitution or modal interchange.

- Experiment and Listen: Play the new progression and assess its musical effect.

- Refine Voice Leading: Ensure smooth transitions between chords.

- Compose or Improvise Over the Reharmonized Progression: Integrate your new harmonic
language into your playing.

Example Exercise

Take a simple ii?V?I progression in C major:

- Original: Dm7 ? G7 ? Cmaj7
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Reharmonized version:

- Dm7 ? Db7 (tritone substitution for G7) ? Cmaj7
Try different substitutions, extensions, and modal borrowings to create more complex progressions.

Benefits of Mastering Reharmonization Techniques

By exploring the methods presented by Randy Felts, musicians can expect several benefits:

- Enhanced Creativity: Reharmonization challenges musicians to think outside traditional
harmonic conventions.

- Greater Improvisational Freedom: A richer harmonic vocabulary allows for more expressive
improvisations.

- Improved Composition Skills: Understanding how to craft interesting progressions leads to more
compelling original music.

- Deeper Musical Understanding: Studying various techniques deepens theoretical knowledge
and practical skills.

Resources and Further Learning

Apart from Felts? book, aspiring reharmonizers can explore additional resources:

- Jazz Theory Book by Mark Levine

- Modern Chord Progressions by Ted Greene

- Online courses on jazz harmony and reharmonization techniques

- Transcribing solos and arrangements to see reharmonization in action

Conclusion

title reharmonization techniques author randy felts openisbn offers a detailed and practical guide for
musicians eager to expand their harmonic horizons. Through a combination of theoretical insights
and hands-on exercises, Randy Felts equips players with the tools to creatively reimagine melodies
and chord progressions. Mastering these techniques opens new expressive avenues, allowing
musicians to craft more emotionally resonant and innovative music. Whether used in jazz
improvisation, composition, or arrangement, reharmonization remains a vital skill for advancing
musical artistry. Embrace the methods discussed, experiment boldly, and elevate your harmonic
language to new heights.
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Title Reharmonization Techniques Author Randy Felts OpenlSBN: An In-Depth Exploration

title reharmonization techniques author randy felts openisbn ? a phrase that might seem like a
cryptic code to many but is actually a gateway into the nuanced art of transforming musical
compositions through sophisticated harmonic strategies. For musicians, arrangers, and music
theorists alike, understanding how to reharmonize a piece opens up a universe of creative
possibilities, allowing a familiar melody to be reborn with fresh emotional color and harmonic
complexity. At the forefront of this exploration stands Randy Felts, whose authoritative work on
reharm techniques, accessible through the OpenlISBN platform, offers invaluable insights into this
intricate craft.

This article aims to dissect Felts? approaches, examining the core principles, practical techniques,
and theoretical underpinnings of his methods. Whether you're a seasoned jazz musician or a
student eager to deepen your harmonic vocabulary, understanding Felts? reharmonization
techniques can significantly elevate your musical artistry.

The Foundations of Reharmonization: Understanding the Basics

Before delving into Felts? specific techniques, it?s essential to grasp the fundamental concept of
reharmonization itself. At its core, reharmonization involves replacing or modifying the underlying
chords of a melody without altering its core pitch content. The goal is often to enhance emotional
expression, introduce harmonic surprise, or better support the melodic line.

Why Reharmonize?

- To add variety to familiar tunes

- To explore different emotional landscapes

- To create smoother voice-leading

- To adapt a melody to a different stylistic context

Key Principles of Reharmonization

- Preservation of the Melody: The melody remains the primary focus; harmonic changes serve as
a backdrop.

- Harmonic Coherence: Changes should maintain or enhance harmonic coherence and
voice-leading.

- Stylistic Consistency: Reharmonic choices should align with the intended musical style or mood.



Title reharmonization techniques author randy felts openisbn P... Vol. 2026, Issue 5

Randy Felts? work emphasizes a systematic approach to these principles, providing tools and
techniques to make reharmonization both creative and theoretically sound.

Randy Felts? Approach to Reharmonization

Randy Felts, a respected theorist and educator, has contributed extensively to understanding how to
apply reharmonization techniques practically. His methodology combines traditional harmonic
concepts with innovative strategies, making complex ideas accessible to musicians at various levels.

Core Elements of Felts? Techniques

- Functional Substitutions: Replacing chords with their substitutes that share similar functions.

- Modal Interchange: Borrowing chords from parallel modes or keys.

- Chromatic Voice-Leading: Using chromaticism to create smooth or surprising transitions.

- Tritone Substitutions: Replacing dominant chords with tritone substitutes to add tension and
color.

- Passing and Neighboring Chords: Adding transitional chords to smooth out or embellish
progressions.

Felts advocates a strategic combination of these techniques, tailored to the mood, style, and
harmonic context of the piece.

Practical Reharmonization Techniques Described by Randy Felts

- Functional Substitutions and Diatonic Reharmonization
One of Felts? foundational techniques involves substituting chords with functionally equivalent or

related chords. For example:

- Substituting a ii chord with a IV chord: Instead of a typical ii?V progression, replace the ii with a
IV to introduce a different color while maintaining harmonic function.

- Using subV7 chords: For dominant chords, replace V7 with their tritone substitutes (e.qg., replace
G7 with Db7) to create more tension and intrigue.

These substitutions often involve understanding the underlying functions:

- Tonic (1)
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- Subdominant (1V)
- Dominant (V)

Practical example:
In aii?V?l progression (Dm7?G7?Cmaj7), replacing G7 with Db7 (tritone sub) yields
Dm7?Db7?Cmaj7, adding chromatic interest.
- Modal Interchange for Color and Mood
Felts emphasizes the power of borrowing from parallel modes or keys to color a progression:
- Borrowing from the parallel minor: Using chords like Bb major in a C major context to add a
darker hue.
- Using modal chords like the IV from the Dorian or Mixolydian modes.
Example:
In a jazz standard in C major, replacing an F major chord with an F minor (borrowed from C minor)
can evoke a more somber or introspective mood.
- Chromatic Voice-Leading and Passing Chords
Felts advocates for the use of chromaticism to create smooth or startling transitions:
- Chromatic passing chords: Inserted between diatonic chords to create tension or lead smoothly.
- Voice-leading principles: Moving individual notes by half steps to achieve fluid transitions.
Example:
Between G7 and Cmaj7, inserting an Ab7 chord (a chromatic passing chord) can create a smooth
chromatic glide.
- Tritone Substitutions and Their Creative Uses

A hallmark of Felts? techniques involves the use of tritone substitutions to add harmonic color and
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tension:

- Replacing a V7 chord with its tritone substitute (e.g., D7 with Ab7).

- Using tritone substitutions to pivot between unrelated keys.
Application:
In a blues progression, substituting the V7 with a tritone substitute can lead to unexpected harmonic
shifts, enriching the harmonic palette.

- Embellishing Progressions with Passing and Neighboring Chords
To make progressions more interesting, Felts suggests adding passing chords or neighboring
chords:

- Passing chords connect two diatonic chords through a chromatic or stepwise approach.

- Neighboring chords temporarily embellish a main chord.
Example:
Adding a Ddim7 between Dm7 and G7 enhances voice-leading and adds tension.
Reharmonization in Practice: Step-by-Step Process

Randy Felts offers a systematic framework for reharmonization:

- Identify the Melody and Original Chord Progression:

Start by analyzing the tune?s harmony and melodic contours.

- Determine the Stylistic Intent:

Decide whether the reharmonization aims for jazz, pop, classical, or other styles.

- Select Appropriate Techniques:
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Choose from substitutions, modal borrowing, chromaticism, etc., based on the desired effect.

- Apply Voice-Leading Principles:

Ensure smooth movement of individual voices for coherence.

- Test the New Progression:

Sing or instrumentally play the reharmonized version to assess its musicality and emotional impact.

- Refine and Iterate:
Make adjustments, exploring different combinations until achieving the desired sound.
Examples from Famous Songs and How Felts? Techniques Apply
Example 1: ?Autumn Leaves?
The standard progression involves ii?V?1 chords in both keys. Reharmonizing this using Felts?

techniques could involve:

- Substituting the V7 chords with their tritone counterparts.
- Borrowing modal chords from the parallel minor to add depth.
- Using chromatic passing chords to smooth transitions.
Example 2: ?All The Things You Are?
This complex jazz standard benefits from various reharm techniques:
- Modal interchange to shift tonal centers.
- Tritone substitutions for dominant chords.
- Embellishments with passing chords for voice-leading.

Theoretical Significance and Educational Value

Randy Felts? work on reharmonization techniques serves as a bridge between theoretical
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understanding and practical application. His approach demystifies complex concepts like modal
interchange and tritone substitution, making them accessible to students and professionals alike.

Educational Impact:

- Provides clear, step-by-step methods.
- Encourages experimentation within harmonic boundaries.
- Enhances improvisational skills through harmonic flexibility.

Theoretical Significance:

- Deepens understanding of functional harmony.
- Demonstrates how modal and chromatic elements can be integrated seamlessly.
- Promotes creative harmonic thinking beyond traditional rules.

Accessing Randy Felts? Work and Resources

Randy Felts? insights are available through various educational platforms and publications,
including the OpenISBN platform, which hosts his works in digital formats. His publications often
include:

- Detailed explanations of reharmonization techniques.
- Transcribed examples from jazz and popular music.
- Exercises for practical application.

Aspiring musicians and theorists are encouraged to explore his materials to deepen their
understanding and expand their harmonic toolkit.

Conclusion: Elevating Your Musical Language

Reharmonization remains one of the most powerful tools for musical expression. Randy Felts?
techniques, as detailed through his writings and teachings, provide a comprehensive roadmap for
exploring harmonic innovation. Whether you aim to craft more emotionally compelling arrangements,
improvise with richer harmonic context, or simply understand the intricacies of chord relationships,
Felts? approach offers valuable guidance.

By mastering these reharmonization techniques, musicians can breathe new life into familiar
melodies, craft unique harmonic landscapes, and push the boundaries of their musical creativity. As
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you continue to experiment and apply these strategies, remember that the essence of
reharmonization lies in both understanding the theoretical foundations and trusting your musical
intuition to create emotionally resonant music.

Disclaimer: For detailed access to Randy Felts? full techniques and teachings, refer to his published
works available on platforms like OpenlSBN and other educational resources dedicated to music
theory and jazz harmony.

QuestionAnswer What are the main reharmonization techniques discussed in Randy Felts' 'Title
Reharmonization Techniques'? Randy Felts explores various reharmonization methods such as
modal interchange, secondary dominants, tritone substitutions, and chromatic approach chords to
creatively alter and enhance song progressions. How does Randy Felts suggest approaching
reharmonization for different musical genres in his book? Felts emphasizes adapting
reharmonization techniques to suit the stylistic context, whether jazz, pop, or classical, by
considering genre-specific harmonic language and listener expectations. What is the significance of
‘Title Reharmonization Techniques' in modern songwriting and arrangement? The book provides
practical strategies for composers and arrangers to add richness, complexity, and originality to their
harmonic progressions, making their music more engaging and expressive. Does Randy Felts' book
include practical exercises for mastering reharmonization? Yes, it features numerous exercises and
examples designed to help musicians practice and internalize various reharmonization techniques
effectively. What level of musical knowledge is required to understand 'Title Reharmonization
Techniques'? The book is suitable for intermediate to advanced musicians with a basic
understanding of music theory, harmony, and chord progressions. Are there specific examples or
case studies included in Randy Felts' book? Yes, the book contains detailed analyses of real songs
and compositions, illustrating how different reharmonization techniques can be applied in practice.
How does Randy Felts' approach differ from other reharmonization methods in literature? Felts
emphasizes a systematic and flexible approach, combining theoretical foundations with creative
application, making his techniques accessible yet sophisticated for various musical contexts. Is 'Title
Reharmonization Techniques' suitable for composers looking to modernize their harmonic
language? Absolutely, the book offers tools and insights that help composers incorporate
contemporary harmonic ideas into their work, fostering innovation and freshness. What resources or
supplementary materials are provided with Randy Felts' book? The book includes audio examples,
chord charts, and practice exercises to enhance understanding and application of the
reharmonization techniques. Where can | find more information or purchase 'Title Reharmonization
Techniques' by Randy Felts? The book is available through major retailers, online bookstores, and
the publisher's website. You can also find additional resources and updates on Randy Felts' official
page or related music education platforms.

Related keywords: title reharmonization, Randy Felts, jazz reharmonization, music theory, chord
substitution, jazz harmony, reharmonization techniques, jazz arranging, openlSBN, music
composition



